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Thanks to Mike Quinn, Texas Parks and Wildlife. Butterfly and caterpillar 
photos courtesy of Kim Davis and Mike Stangeland, Bill Bouton, Judy Burris, 
Thomas J. Allen, Jim P. Brock, Dale Clark and the Dallas Lepidopterists Society. 
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Look for the Southern Dogface caterpillar on the Texas 
kidneywood, a shrub that grows 6-10 feet high and has 
a citrus smell when the leaves are crushed. You can find
 this plant along the paths in the butterfly garden.

Look for the Gulf Fritillary caterpillar on the passion vine.
The passion vine is not always blooming, so you may 
just see green leaves and the curly tendrils. This plant
 grows on the wooden trellises in the butterfly garden.

Look for the Pipevine Swallowtail caterpillar on the 
pipevine plant. These caterpillars express an orange 
liquid from a forked organ located just behind the head 
when disturbed. This smells bad to potential predators. 

In the Zilker butterfly garden, the 
pipevine grows close to the ground.

Look for the Giant Swallowtail caterpillar on the 
tickle-tongue plant. This plant is a tree/shrub that 

has yellowish-green flowers in spring. 
It is called Tickle-tongue because chewing 
on its leaves may help numb toothache pain.

Look for Monarch caterpillars on the milkweed plant.
This plant is rich in nectar and a favorite of 
butterflies.You can find this plant along the paths 

in the butterfly garden.
  

Look for the Crimson Patch caterpillar on the 
hummingbird bush. You can find this plant in the flower 

beds in the butterfly garden.

Hints: To determine the sex of a butterfly, look for their behavior. Females usually stay
near or on plants where they lay their eggs. Male butterflies, usually have a more

wide-ranging, patrol behavior.
When looking for caterpillars pay special attention to damage near the ends of the branches. 
This is where the new plant growth is and the younger, softer leaves is what caterpillars prefer.

Butterfly and caterpillar photos courtesy of Kim Davis and Mike Stangeland, Bill Bouton, Judy Burris, 
Thomas J. Allen, Jim P. Brock, Dale Clark, Catwrangler and the Dallas Lepidopterists Society. 

Food-plant photos courtesy of Joseph Marcus, Andy and Sally Wasowski, Norman G. Flaigg, Maggie Ross and 
Thomas Muller at the Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center. 

Also special thanks to local butterfly expert Mike Quinn, Texas Parks and Wildlife.
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